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Memorandum in Support 
 

S.1662 (M. of S. Skoufis) and A.3523 (M. of A. Peoples-Stokes) 

 

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to applied behavioral 

analysis  
 

              

 

The New York Alliance for Inclusion & Innovation (NY Alliance) supports S.1662 and A.3523. 

The bill relates to the practice of applied behavior analysis (ABA), removes the requirement for 

diagnosis from a person who is licensed or otherwise authorized to provide such a diagnosis for 

persons with autism or related diagnoses.   

 

The NY Alliance is a statewide association representing 175 not-for-profit provider agencies 

serving people with disabilities. The NY Alliance envisions a society where people with 

disabilities are contributing citizens with equal rights and the ability to live full, productive and 

meaningful lives.   

 

Current statute limits the scope of practice of licensed behavior analysts to behavioral health 

treatment for people with autism, autism spectrum disorders and related diagnoses.  The statutory 

restriction limits the practice of the profession itself and establishes an unintended consequence 

by limiting the value of licensed behavioral analyst services to the people being served.  In over 

two dozen states where behavior analysts are licensed, there is no restriction on the profession or 

the individuals licensed in the profession based on a diagnosis. 

 

The restriction in New York is unnecessary and prevents ABA services from being provided, by 

individuals who are most qualified to provide these services, to those diagnosed with Down 

syndrome, Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI), ADHD, OCD, Tourette syndrome, Prader Willi 

syndrome, Dementia, Drug Addiction, and many more.  

 

Licensed behavior analysts have become an increasingly important profession in the behavioral 

health and developmental disabilities fields given increased diagnosis of autism and other 

disorders and also because of the requirements to deliver services through licensed and 

credentialed professionals, such as licensed behavior analysts. 

 

Therefore, the NY Alliance supports S.1662 and A.3523 and encourages the passage of the 

legislation to lift the restriction on the scope of practice. 


